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Bid for the “Loaf” of Art!

7 March 2006 – ASA unleashes hungry and some not-quite-hungry actors on canvasses, film and all manner of media, on 15 April at 72-13 Mohamed Sultan Road, in a benefit auction called The Actors’ Gallery. The event is themed “The Starving Artistes”.

Of the theme, President of the ASA, Jeremiah Choy says, "We chose the theme of The Starving Artiste for this fund raising event as we wanted to highlight that there are a lot of ‘poor’ artistes out there - though not just in the absolute literal sense. Apart from trying to do more (quality) work and get (quality) pay, actors should also be ‘hungry’ to better themselves in ‘upgrading’ their skills. Where possible, they should go for training. This was why ASA started giving out training grants -- to encourage our actor-members to train and stay relevant to the industry." 

Funds raised from this auction will go towards the 3-year old ASA Training Grant, which has previously helped to send the likes of Beatrice Chia to NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts for a course in film production and Alvin Chiam for an internship with veteran director, Stan Lai of Taiwan’s Performance Workshop.
On 15 April, in the spirit of celebrating yet another aspect of actors’ creative breath, 16 thespians will be contributing original works, include acrylic on canvass, collages and travel portraits to The Actors’ Gallery. Some of them include Amy Cheng, Chua Enlai, Lim Yu-Beng, Pam Oei, Gerald Chew, Irene Ang, Koh Chieng Mun, Mariah Zainal, Cynthia Lee Macquarrie, Hossan Leong, Selena Tan and Tan Kheng Hua. 
Also getting all-arty alongside the thespians are notable members of the arts community, including Senior Lecturer of the NUS Theatre Studies Programme, Dr KK Seet, artist and Business Times writer Parvathi Nayar, playwright and artist, Desmond Sim, director and set designer Goh Boon Teck, as well as filmmakers Colin Goh and Woo Yen Yen.

“We are blessed with having so many of our non-actor friends who care for the acting profession in Singapore. They never fail to give that little extra whenever we need any assistance from them.” says Jeremiah Choy. 

There’ll also be surprise art pieces created for The Actors’ Gallery by Mediacorp artistes Gurmit Singh, Adrian Pang and Edmund Chen. These will be donated to the ASA in their personal capacities. In addition, stalwart of the local arts scene, Lim Siauw Chong will be helping to curate the art display on 15th April. 

Jeremiah Choy says, “We hope that art buyers, members of the public and the arts community will come to the auction and discover the creative talents of our contributors, some of whom are practising artists like Desmond and Parvathi, but also actors who have interesting stories fashioned by their industry experiences that come through in their artwork. The pieces created are unique and one-of-a-kind! With generous bids by corporations and individuals, ASA hopes to be able to continue its work in improving the professional development of the actors in Singapore.” 

The press is invited to contact the ASA for any media interviews with contributors and key personnel. ASA will be happy to provide some publicity photographs upon request.

For enquiries and media interviews, please contact:
Rabil Lian, 

ASA Secretariat Administrator
Tel: 6534 4423

Mobile: 97470640

email: rabil@odp.com.sg

Fact Sheet

The Association of Singapore Actors (ASA) was established as a society on 23 July 2001 with the aim of advancing and recognising the artistic merit and professional development of actors in Singapore.

The association is an independent organisation spearheaded by a group of actors, who felt the need to provide Singapore actors with opportunities to seek career and legal advice, to upgrade their acting and professional skills as well as network with other actors. It serves as a collective voice for Singapore actors by representing and serving the interests of members on issues affecting their profession and the industries in which they work.

As ASA is the first and only association for actors here, we hope to represent and gain the support of a broad range of actors working in television, film, theatre, school as well as commercial projects in Singapore today. We seek also to look after the professional development of actors in Singapore, through our Training and Development arm. 

Each year, ASA provides 2 yearly grants of up to $4000 to aid actors in undergoing further training to better their craft. This money is raised entirely through membership fees and large scale fundraisers like the Actors Concert in 2002 and 2003. The uniqueness of this grant is that the money is raised by actors for actors. 
ASA hopes to continue to support and encourage ongoing actor training for the betterment of the individual and the industry. However, our grant-giving efforts are not easy to sustain, given the tentative nature of the acting profession. This year, ASA has approached actors and notable industry associates who have kindly agreed to create unique pieces of art to our fund-raising cause. The event is the The Actors Gallery, which will take place on 15th April. The artists will be donating takings from the auction of their works to ASA, and this money will go towards the ASA Training Grant.

Details of Auction

Date: 15 April, Saturday, 6 – 10pm

Venue: Theatreworks, 72-13 Mohamed Sultan Road, Singapore 239 007

Actor’s Gallery Artistes (in alphabetical order)

· Chua Enlai
· Colin Goh





· Cynthia Lee Macquarrie




· Desmond Sim 





· Dr KK Seet

· Edric Hsu




· Gerald Chew





· Goh Boon Teck





· Hossan Leong

· Irene Ang

· John Lee

· Koh Chieng Mun 

· Lim Yu-Beng

· Loretta Tan

· Low Kee Hong 

· Mariah Zainal

· Melody Chen

· Michael Corbidge

· Pam Oei

· Parvathi Nayar

· Rizman Putra

· Selena Tan

· Tan Kheng Hua

· Woo Yen Yen

And Mediacorp artistes Adrian Pang, Edmund Chen and Gurmit Singh.

Beneficiaries of past ASA Training Grants
1. Verena Tay -
Completed Masters in Voice Studies at Central School of Speech and Drama in London (Oct 2003 – Nov 2004)

2. Carina Hales -
Summer course at NIDA in acting and directing 

3. Dwayne Tan -
Currently studying Musical Theatre at the American Musical and Dramatic Academy, New York 

4. Wendy Ng -
completed MA in Performance Practice, Chester University College Sep 04 - Jul 05

 5. Alvin Chiam -
internship with veteran director, Stan Lai of Performance Workshop, Taiwan (2005)

6. Beatrice Chia -
completed Certificate in Film Production: Beginning Film Production, TISCH School of the Arts (NYU) 2005

For immediate release


